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 We are told ‘austerity’ is over!  Do you feel that it is?   There are still 

lots of cut backs, especially with Council facilities.   Some pay has 

been increased, but often not catching up with the increased cost of 

living over recent years.   Although I will admit some costs of weekly 

shopping is slightly lower, you cannot say that such costs have 

reduced that much.   Obviously in ‘Rip Off’ Britain the costs of all 

types of fuel is still high, especially vehicle fuel.   We were told 

recently that costs of petrol/diesel had reduced showing that the cost 

of living was lower.   I did not really notice the reduction that much.   

Only a few pence per litre.   Now again it is on the rise and costs have 

gone over where they were originally a few weeks ago.   

Unfortunately the Government grabs over 75 per cent in tax on each 

litre.   This tax bill is the crippler and lends itself to the cost of living 

rising.   I suppose we are to be grateful that over the past few years the 

‘fuel multi-plyer tax’ was not introduced.   If it had, lots of drivers 

would be off the road not being able to run their cars.   Diesel fuel is 

always more expensive, though I am told it is cheaper to produce.   

What are your comments on the plans to scrap diesel engines in the 

‘twenties’ because of environmental problems.   What is going to 

happen with all the vehicles and plant that currently use diesel.   The 

lorry delivering your goods, the digger to build your  extension, the 

bus or train to get to work, etc. etc..   Diesel engines have in fact got 

very clean.   I have a diesel car which is three years old and the 

emissions are so low there is no Car Tax payable.   I think most of us 

would like an ‘electric vehicle’, but they are very expensive and the 

hidden running costs quite prohibitive, payment for batteries or 

exchange eventually and the costs of charging up the batteries.   Not 

to forget the limited distance they can travel without charge.   I am 

sure that these problems will be ironed out in the future and we can 

look forward to a quieter world! 

                                                                      CAN WE LIVE WITHOUT DIESEL ENGINES 

                                                                      

 

 

                                                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Forthcoming Events…… 

 

Chairman’s Chunterings…. 

 

Desperate to be mobile…. 

 

Motorway Driving….. 

 

 
 

 

 

                     

              

                     

 

                    

http://www.roada-norfolk.org.uk/


 

                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

FORTHCOMING EVENts 

 

Unless otherwise notified 

ALL MEMBERS ARE REMINDED THAT  THE MEETINGS ARE HELD ON THE 

4th WEDNESDAY OF EACH MONTH. 

THIS IS NOT ALWAYS THE LAST  WEDNESDAY 

 

 

 

MEETINGS 

 

JUNE 

 

Wednesday, 26th June 2019 

 

Unfortunately the speakers for June has pulled out at the last minute.   John, our Speaker Co-ordinator, is 

working hard behind the scenes but it is too late to advertise what he has managed to arrange.   Whatever, it will 

be interesting so I ask you to come along and enjoy the evening amongst like minded members  and exchange 

gossip on driving and enjoy your free tea and coffee.   If you are not too sure give our Chairman, Robin, a ring 

(number on front page) and he will let you know what is happening. 

 

JULY 

 

Wednesday, 24th July 2019 

 

Tutors’ Meeting only. 

 

AUGUST 

 

THERE IS NO MEETING IN AUGUST 
 

SEPTEMBER 

 

Wednesday, 25th September 2019 

 

Mr. Andrew Munden  -  North Norfolk Railway 

 

Andrew is the General Manager of our very own railway, the preserved North Norfolk Railway.   He will be 

talking about the history of the line and its current operations.   This will be a most enjoyable and interesting 

evening.   Please support us, come along and bring your friends. 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 



Chairman’s Chunterings 
 

 Progressive, Progression, Progress 
 

As Training Officer and Group Advanced Tutor, I often note that test candidates are reluctant to fully 

demonstrate good progress wherever it is safe to do so but are content to drive at 85-90% of the maximum 

speeds achievable.  OK, so what is “Progress” from our (the advanced drivers’) perspective?  Well it is not 

SPEEDING.  There are several well-worded explanations out there but, in simple terms it relates to driving at 

the maximum speed permissible where safe to do so and, most importantly, still being able to stop on your own 

side of the road in the distance that you can see to be clear. 

 

The main problem I often encounter is that drivers change up to a higher gear (usually 4th) too early and then 

start to accelerate – this is akin to riding a bike uphill whilst in a high gear.  Yes, it’s good exercise but hard 

work too and needs more energy (fuel).  The same applies to your engine.  Do you know (without looking!) 

what your maximum usable engine speed (revs) is?  In practice, you can use up to 90% of those revs without 

fear of harming the engine – this is what the engine is designed to do.  Try using more revs in the lower gears 

and get the feel for it.  Some say this will use more fuel; true, I agree you may use a little more fuel but it will 

be for a much shorter period of time because you are using the engine in a more efficient manner.  Many of our 

cars can achieve 60-70mph in 3rd gear so it’s much quicker to reach your “cruise speed” in 3rd gear and miss out 

4th and possibly 5th too!  Do you need to drive like this all the time?  No, of course not but you should be able to 

do so with complete confidence when necessary.  Many of our drivers will have diesel engines, hybrids or (god 

forbid) electric power and may question my comments – that’s fine (I expect that) but please ensure that you 

know your car’s capabilities and use them accordingly – that is my point! 

BE SAFE 
 

 
Since the last issue of Drivelines, we have been notified of the following test passes: 
          Tutor 
Phillip Brooks   Gold (Retest) 

------------------------------------------------------ 

 

Refresher Drives 
 

 

Did you take your Advanced Driving Test in 2016?  Do you remember when your 

next test is due or that we offer a refresher training drive prior to your triennial retests?  These 

drives are available and intended to assist you in maintaining or even improving your grade.  

With three years between the tests, please plan early – the offer of refreshers is there for your 

benefit.  If you wait until a month before the retest is due, that is likely to be too late, 

especially if remedial practice is recommended.  Such short notice can also be quite 

disruptive to the tutors’ scheduled drives and their personal commitments.  So…………… 

 

Observation & Information       Please plan ahead! 

 

Contact the Training Officer in plenty of time 
 

  

 

Robin Apps 

 

 



An interesting article from Member Mr. Clyde Brown 

 

DESPERATE TO BE MOBILE 
 

Nowadays we take personal transport for granted but for some young people they may find it surprising how 

relatively recent that this has become.  My days on the road of motorised transport commenced in 1964 when I 

bought my first motorcycle for £45, a 1958 German Zundapp 201S.  I needed this when I started my 

apprenticeship with Bristol Siddeley Engines (now Rolls Royce Bristol) to get to college and work, as well as 

propelling me from one girl to another.  This was luxury compared with my push bike, travelling by bus or 

worse, on my own two feet, although I think I learnt as much about engineering in trying to keep the Zundapp 

running as I did in my engineering apprenticeship! 

 

Desperation to be independently mobile, to me thinking back, seemed quite bizarre for some devices that I 

remember.  There was one that went under the general term as an auto-cycle which was basically a push bike 

with a 25cc two stroke engine attached.  I have vivid memories of their owners pedalling furiously trying to get 

the beasts started and in a similar manner when they came to slight grade let alone a hill. I had great fun, as a 

youngster, overtaking them on my conventional push bike, usually getting some choice language directed at 

me.  Bizarrely, because they were considered a motor vehicle they had to be registered, taxed and carried front 

and rear number plates! 

 

Having bought my first motor bike it was not very long before I was dissatisfied with this and wanted to move 

on, the first winter if I guess.  Some of my pals, who were a little better off than me, did venture into the world 

of so-called microcars to which several examples were available that could be driven with a motorcycle licence 

and attracted less purchase and road fund tax.  These were three wheelers, had to weigh less than 8cwt (about 

400 kg) and bizarrely, if you only had a motor cycle licence, could not have a reverse gear. The infamous 

“bubble cars” were quite popular, one being the Izeta, an Italian design made under licence by BMW (you may 

find it hard for BMW to admit that one now I guess).  It had two wheels at the front, one at the rear (some had 

two close together) and you gained access through a front opening door, the steering wheel folding back with it.   

 

A pal of mine was talking to me one day telling me he was fed up with his BSA Gold Star, whinging that “I 

can’t get a girl on the back this thing in the winter”.  A short time later he turned up in an Izeta with a very 

attractive blonde girl and even I thought that maybe he was on to a good thing here and that I should get one 

(the Izeta that is, well; a blonde would have been nice also).  This thought did not last long as he was on his 

way to a cinema travelling up a steep hill when the bubble started to fill up with smoke!  He stopped rapidly 

and the girl obviously remembering that she entered through the front, hit the door handle, swung the door open 

so whipping the steering wheel out of his hand causing the car to swing around backwards and running over her 

foot!  A very short relationship I think. The final insult to injury was that my Dad, who was an engine driver for 

British Railways, worked odd shifts.  Around 4 o’clock one morning he was walking to his garage to get his 

Austin A55.  Next to his garage was a wall where my pal parked his Izeta and my Dad noticed him inside fast 

asleep.  He knocked on his window to see if he was OK and what had happened was that, being somewhat 

inebriated on the alcoholic apple juice, he had driven up to the wall so close that he could not get the door open 

and having no reverse gear, he was stuck for the night.  The next time I saw him he was riding another 

motorbike. 

 

Having no reverse gear could be a little provoking, not always convenient having to push them into a parking 

space.  Some cars overcame this up to a point, the quite popular Bond minicar for example, utilised Villiers 

125, 197 and 250cc motorbike engines attached to the single front wheel and could be turned through 90 

degrees and so, with good position planning, it could be placed where you needed it to slot it in.  There was 

another unique way of overcoming this with cars that utilised single cylinder 2 stroke power, the Bond being 

one of them.  They were often equipped with a device called a dynastart that doubled up as an electric starter 

and once the engine was running it reverted to a dynamo.  A feature with single cylinder 2 strokes was that you 

could wire the starter solenoid in such a way that, through a switch, could reverse the polarity and start the 

engine rotating backwards.   

 



A fellow apprentice owned a Messerschmitt cabin scooter which resembled a WW2 Messerschmitt ME109 

cockpit on castors!  In fact you entered it by swinging the top open and climbing in and not so good as a 

courting car as your girlfriend had to sit behind you.  It was powered by a Sachs 197cc single cylinder 2 stroke 

powering the back wheel. I did the wiring mod to my pal’s car and we took it to a disused airport to try it out.  

The engine did not run particularly efficiently in this mode as it ran with the ignition timing retarded, but what 

fascinated me was you could get all four gears travelling backwards so I was fascinated to see how fast it would 

go in reverse.  I followed him along the runway on my motorbike and we reached a speed of 45mph but then he 

had to stop because he was overcome with exhaust fumes. Good trick though 

 

 Another of my pals, to get free of motorbikes, bought a microcar called a Coronet. This was only produced in 

1958 and the company went out of business. It bore a slight resemblance to a Daimler drop head coupe sports 

car of the 50s with one wheel missing.  It was powered by an Excelsior 325cc twin 2 stroke powering the single 

rear wheel.  It had a single bench seat which could take three people.  Unfortunately, my pal made a 

monumental error with it.  It all started when one day we were on Brean Sands Somerset, a favourite haunt for 

motorcyclists, when a guy turned up with a Berkley B105 car.  Berkley was another manufacturer of microcars 

and had nifty little 3 and 4 wheeler sports cars, also utilising the Excelsior but also Anzani 2 strokes.  The B105 

was a 4 wheeler powered by a Royal Enfield 700cc Constellation motorcycle engine transversally mounted 

driving the front wheels.  Needless to say with 50bhp on a light chassis and glass fibre bodywork, it went rather 

well, almost ballistic in fact.  Immediately cogs started turning in my pals brain as he was always complaining 

that the Coronet was low on power so a short time later he turned up with an Enfield Super Meter engine, also 

700cc, that he salvaged from a local motorcycle dealer in Bristol.  The plan was to drop it in to replace the 

Excelsior lump to provide more speed.  A few problems here; a) how to mount it; b) how to start it, having no 

electric starter; c) how would it react with the power increased from 15bhp to 40bhp? Problem a), we made up 

various brackets to attach it to the glass fibre body and aluminium chassis.  Problem b) drilling a hole in the 

side, fitting a tube with a shaft inside, then inserting a Ford 8hp starting handle to kick start it!  Problem c) 

mmm, slight problem.  Started ok, although did sound like a Centurion tank and shook quite concernedly from 

side to side on tick over, gentle move forward and a bit more power and then disaster! The crude engine mount 

broke away causing the rear wheel to turn through about 90 degrees and the performance of some wonderful 

pirouettes in the road! He eventually did sort of get it running and gave me a ride in it. Quite a notable 

experience although not one I would like to repeat, particularly as an oil pipe fractured during our ride causing 

it to resemble the Aston Martin DB5 of James Bond Goldfinger fame.  My final memory of it was being towed 

to the scrap heap. 

 

Of course, the ultimate 3 wheeler that could be driven with a motor cycle licence was the Reliant.  Two of my 

pals had these and were the Regal models. In fact both of my pal’s cars were convertibles, or as we called them 

as a joke, drop head coupes.  They were powered by an up-rated Austin 7 engine with a 4 speed gearbox that 

whined like a jet engine, and again, no reverse.  

 One of my pals (who was somewhat lacking in grey matter) had a very bizarre experience with his 1955 Regal.  

I used a country club on the Wells Road in Bristol called The Little Thatch as my local in the 60s and late one 

Saturday night I left for home to see my pal wandering outside a little worse for drink and looking confused.  I 

asked him if he was ok and he said “someone’s pinched my car!” I didn’t help much by laughing and asking 

“why would anyone want to pinch that thing?” I had a look in the car park and in the road but nowhere in sight 

was the Regal.  “What are you going to do?” I asked.  “Better phone the police” says he. “This is going to be 

interesting” thinks I.  So we cross the road to a telephone box and he dials 999. Having explained his plight I 

heard the policeman on the other end say “are you taking the mick sir? Why would anyone want to pinch a 

Reliant?” He was  told to report it to the nearest police station and this was some distance away.    

 

Now feeling somewhat sorry for him, as he was really upset, we walked to my home and I got my motorbike 

out to run him over to the police station.  Before we arrived however, he started banging on my helmet and 

shouted “I remember where I left it! I had a few drinks in the pub down the road before I came in the Thatch” 

The pub was about 200 yards from the Thatch so he decided he may as well walk but forgotten that he had left 

his car there.  So; about turn and sure enough there was the Reliant all on its own in the pub car park.  I made 

sure he was ok and watched him leave. I can say this; the police in those days seemed to be very hot on the job 

because a black Wolseley 610 with blue light flashing and bell ringing shot past within seconds of my pal 

leaving. “Oh dear”, thinks I (or words to that effect).  I followed to see the police car forcing my pal onto the 



pavement.  “He might need some help here” thinks I.  So I pull up behind them to hear the driver ask “so why 

would you report your own car as stolen then sir?” I explained everything to his mate and he could not stop 

laughing.  Fortunately the driver could see the funny side as well and gave him a ticking off about wasting 

police time and drink driving.  Fortunately for my pal, it was pre-breathalyser days and the police had a sense of 

humour.  

 

Purchase tax on normal cars decreased during the late 50s accompanied by increased production of 

conventional cars with an accompanying reduction in price.  For example my Dads Austin A55 was £875 in 

1958 whereas his 1965 larger and better equipped Austin A60 was £825.  This had a devastating effect on the 

companies that produced the microcars.  Probably the final nail in the coffin was the introduction of the Mini 

which at £499 did not cost much more than an Izeta.  The only company to survive for a notable time period 

was Reliant who mostly relied on people who only had a motor cycle licence and at least it had a reasonable 

amount of comfort.   

 

It’s difficult to imagine now but I still find it amazing regarding my memories of those times where Joe Public 

was truly desperate to be mobile.           

 

Clyde Brown 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

LAST MONTH’S QUIZ  -  RESULTS: 

 
1.   Pontiac      2.   Lexus      3.    Lamborghini      4.    Maybach       5.    Mitsubishi       6.   Bugatti 

 

      7.     Smart         8.   Jaguar    9.    Volvo      10.    Saab      11.    Chevrolet       12.   Alfa Romeo       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THIS MONTH’S QUIZ  - Try this first without looking up the answers.   I managed 11 out of 

the 12.   One I did not know.   One you do not meet very often, none in Norfolk.   Good luck. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ADVANCED DRIVING TIPS: 

MOTORWAY   DRIVING 
 

   Drivers must study ‘Roadcraft’ and the ‘Highway Code’ thoroughly on this subject as for 

all practical purposes no practice, locally, can take place of Motorway Driving. 

 

It is up to you to ensure you are fully aware of the system, road layout, signing etc in relation to Motorway 

Driving. 

 

Always remember that the Examiner will probably ask some questions in relation to Motorway Driving during 

the Advanced Driving Test! 

 

Key Points: 

 

• Maintain lane discipline 

 

• Maintain a safe following distance at all times 

 

• Always be able to stop safely in the distance you can see to be clear 

 

• Do not walk on the carriageway 

 

• Do not reverse along the carriageway 

 

• Do not slow down (unless directed to) or turn to look at accidents on your own or other carriageway, 

but anticipate the likelihood of other drivers slowing down to look. 

 

• Do not use or block emergency crossing points 

 

• Plan your route in advance – know your intended exit junction number 

 

• Concentrate fully and use your mirrors frequently 

 

• Give signs in plenty of time 

 

• Know the meanings of the different road signs, matrix and gantry signals used on motorways. 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

That is all this month  -  next Edition in September. 

During the next few months a lot of us will be going away on holidays.   My usual plea is to ensure your 

vehicle is up to the journey you intend.   Extended time on Motorways does show up faults!   If going abroad do 

not forget your passport, tickets and money, maybe family as well!   Check oil, lights and tyres.   Above all 

have a good enjoyable time. 

 

Safe Driving. 

============================================================================ 
Noel Baker  12 Pine Hill Park, Sawtry Way, Wyton, Huntingdon, Cambs., PE28 2DZ 

 Editor                Tel:  01480 431722                 E.Mail:  noelbaker@live.co.uk 

     

============================================================================== 

 
This Newsletter is produced for the interest of the members of the Norfolk and Norwich Group of the RoSPA Advanced Drivers and Riders Association. It 
details forthcoming events and has articles of a general interest to our members, which have been supplied by the members, the committee and Editor.  .As a 
result any views expressed are those of the local Group only, unless so detailed and not of the Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents being the parent 
organisation. 


