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                                                                                      ‘He should have used his sleigh!’ 

 

       

Your President, Chairman and  

Committee 

wish all our  

Members, Family and Friends 

A 

Very Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Forthcoming Events…… 

 

Chairman’s Chunterings… 

 

Cecil Kimber…. 
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 FORTHCOMING EVENts 

 

Unless otherwise notified 

ALL MEMBERS ARE REMINDED THAT  THE MEETINGS ARE HELD ON THE 

4th WEDNESDAY OF EACH MONTH. 

THIS IS NOT ALWAYS THE LAST  WEDNESDAY 

 

DECEMBER – NO MEETING 

 

2020 

 

JANUARY 

 

Wednesday. 22nd January 2020 

 

Andrew Micklethwaithe  -  Norfolk County Council 

 

Andrew is a member of the Road safety Team at the Council.   He will be giving us information on and road safety 

training.   A spokesman from the County Council is always interesting and it is always of interest as to what is 

happening for road safety in the County,   A good evening for all. 

 

FEBRUARY 

 

Wednesday,  26TH February 2020 

 

David Horsley   -   Nature Photographer 

 

A talk entitled ‘Life on the edge’   -   All about nature on roadside verges.   A different slant on our roads. 

 

MARCH 

 

Wednesday, 25th March  2020 

 

Our Annual General Meeting – Followed by an in house presentation. We hope that many Members will attend this 

meeting.   It is all for your interest. 

 

APRIL 

 

Wednesday, 22nd April  2020 

 

Bob Fossey   -   National Trust 

 

A talk about the Horsey Windpump and its restoration.   A county landmark.   It is hoped we will also have a visit to 

Horsey soon after.   Another fascinating evening.   All encouraged to attend. 

 



Chairman’s Chunterings 

 

At our September meeting, we listened to Mr Andrew Munden giving us a potted history of 

the North Norfolk Railway based at Sheringham.  This proved to be very interesting 

presentation and showed that the railway was not just a “big-boys” club, but a professionally 

run organisation that has the admiration of all the other private railways in the UK.  I was 

surprised at just how much time and effort went into it!  Another surprise that we had was 

the unexpected visit from our new RoADAR Regional Coordinator (RC) Mr Simon Burgin.  

Simon is a Forensic Collision Investigator with the Cambridgeshire Constabulary and, as our 

RC, has offered to return to us to talk about motoring matters.  This is scheduled for our June 

meeting next year. 

 

Speaker List for 2020.  Hopefully, as my finger types away, we are anticipating that this, 

the December issue of Drivelines (Happy Christmas all!), will contain a complete list of 

speakers for the first six months of 2020 – well, that’s the plan anyway!  The list will be 

varied and is always of interest – don’t be shy, come along and enjoy! 

 

Membership renewals are now due for those members not using a Bankers Order 

to renew.  Please remember to make your payments promptly to avoid being 

removed from the membership list – we have little choice in this because of the need 

to comply with the General Data Protection Regulations. 

 

Since the last issue of Drivelines, we have been notified of the following test passes:  

                    Tutor  

Margaret Houlihan     Gold (Retest)  
Norman Jones  Silver (Retest) 

 

Refresher Drives 
 

 

Did you take your Advanced Driving Test in 2017?  Do you remember when your 

next test is due or that we offer a refresher training drive prior to your triennial retests?  These 

drives are available and intended to assist you in maintaining or even improving your grade.  

With three years between the tests, please plan early – the offer of refreshers is there for your 

benefit.  If you wait until a month before the retest is due, that is likely to be too late, 

especially if remedial practice is recommended.  Such short notice can also be quite 

disruptive to the tutors’ scheduled drives and their personal commitments.  So…………… 

Observation & Information       Please plan ahead! 

 

Contact the Training Officer in plenty of time 
 

 

 

 



 

The Curious Death of Cecil Kimber 

 

In 1924 Cecil Kimber founded the MG sports-car marque, becoming, at the age of just 36, the father of the 

small, affordable sports car. Despite his commercial success, however, Kimber was fired from the parent 

company in 1941 for accepting a military repair contract without seeking board clearance first. He had little 

trouble finding another job, and in December 1942 he joined a London engineering company as a super-

salesman. 

 

On the night of Sunday, 4 February 1945 (World War II was still raging), Kimber went to King’s Cross station 

in London to catch the 6 pm train bound for Leeds. He intended to alight at Peterborough, one of the first stops, 

for a sales meeting the following morning. The London and North Eastern Railway’s Silver Fox locomotive, 

numbered 2512, rumbled out of the station, hauling its 590-ton, 17-carriage train. However, as heavy rain 

lashed the rails, Silver Fox’s wheels slipped so violently that the engine stalled, and the train began to roll 

backwards. The route for outgoing trains had already been re-set to allow the 7 pm Aberdeen express to depart 

from platform 10. But in the King’s Cross signal box, a signalman detected what was happening to the stricken 

Leeds train and tried frantically to divert the by-now runaway train back to platform 15. The last coach had 

crossed the points before they began to move. The last two coaches derailed and the very last one toppled over. 

 

While 25 injured passengers were ferried to nearby hospitals, rescuers used flame-cutters to reach the final two 

victims trapped inside. Both were dead. One was Cecil Kirk, a Blackpool fishing-company manager. The other 

was Cecil Kimber. The severity of the crash meant that train services took 19 days to resume fully. An 

inspector’s report later concluded that brand-new track, barely worn train wheels, the heavy rain and a 1:105 

gradient on the line were collectively responsible. Kimber was only on that train because he couldn’t get the 

petrol coupons to drive to Peterborough in his own MG. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

End Piece.   Another note for your diary:   The speaker for May will be Brian Ayres and his subject is the 

history of the Ipswich Transport Museum – In June we will have our Regional Co-ordinator, Simon Burgin.   

He is next up the chain to RoSPA Headquarters.   He is also responsible for co-ordinating our examiners and 

passing the test sheets to Birmingham.   He will be able to let us know what is happening within RoADA which 

HQ has decided.   Both of these speakers should be interesting and also the weather will be improving for an 

evening out.  I personally give my apologies for not attending the Christmas Social in November.   The weather 

in my area was very inclement and I felt that it was not prudent to travel so far that day.   I believe everybody 

had a good time. 

It just leaves me to wish everybody the very best for the Season, and safe driving if you have to travel. 

============================================================================ 
Noel Baker  12 Pine Hill Park, Sawtry Way, Wyton, Huntingdon, Cambs., PE28 2DZ 

 Editor                Tel:  01480 431722                 E.Mail:  noelbaker@live.co.uk 
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This Newsletter is produced for the interest of the members of the Norfolk and Norwich Group of the RoSPA Advanced Drivers and Riders Association. It 
details forthcoming events and has articles of a general interest to our members, which have been supplied by the members, the committee and Editor.  .As a 
result any views expressed are those of the local Group only, unless so detailed and not of the Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents being the parent 
organisation. 


